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Preface
. An Indian company one day asked me if | could train up, with a five-manth program, bilingual
consultants comp in reading Jaj newspapers and handling business negotiations. The company

was an Indian IT firm, well-known worldwide for its unique four-month professional training program,
equivalent to a four-year college course.

This request challenged me to create the most effective approach possible to make such a time-
constrained project happen. So it was that I came up with the coaching approach, which, by allowing
students to make their guess through trial and error, invite their active involvement in class. It was Dr.
Fusako Beuckmann who, observing the class, suggested that we should make a book out of this idea so that
more learners could enjoy their Kanji studies in a shorter period of time,

The unique point of this method is that Kanji recognition is separated from Kanji reading. This enables
you to start learning Kanji on your own, even if you are not familiar with Hiragana or Katakana. And as the
reading section comes after you have leamned certain vocabulary, the readings and the words you already
know by sound start to match, which can give you a thrilling sense of excitement,

The 300 Kanji in this book cover all of the Level 4 (which corresponds to N5 of the new JLPT) and
Level 3 (N4) Kanji required for the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT). They give you a solid
foundation for proceeding to the intermediate or advanced level.

When we were designing this book, we faced a very basic but challenging issue; the question of
whose project it is for a person to learn a language. This book is our attempt. | sincerely hope that this buok
will enable you to mobilize all of your ereativity allowing you to find your Kanji studies enjoyable and
rewarding.

Hideo Takahashi
Director of TAC Language Institute
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